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Bishops of Borne showed a rare ability, in avoiding
theological questions, while they kept themselves to
the front in all matters of organization and adminis-
tration. The tradition of the Roman Church passes
for the most ancient of all.1 Cornelius takes the first
place in the affair of Novatianism : we see him, in
especial, depriving Italian bishops and nominating
their successors.2 Borne was also the central autho-
rity of the African churches.3

And already this authority was becoming over-
weening. We see this in the Paschal controversy.
The question was a much graver one than we should
now be disposed to believe. In the earliest times,
all Christians continued to make the Jewish Passover
their chief festival. They celebrated it on the same
day as the Jews, the 14th of Msan, no matter in
what part of the week that day might fall. Con-
Yinced, in accordance with the account of all ancient
Gospels, that Jesus on the eve of his death had eaten
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